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On cyberspace issues, the Ministers recognized that malicious cyber activity
presents an increasing threat to the security and prosperity of both the United
States and Japan. To address this threat, the Ministers committed to enhance
cooperation on cyber issues, including deterrence and response capabilities, but as
a matter of priority, emphasized that each nation is responsible for developing the
relevant capabilities to protect their national networks and critical infrastructure.
The Ministers affirmed that international law applies in cyberspace and that a
cyber attack could, in certain circumstances, constitute an armed attack for the
purposes of Article V of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty. The Ministers also affirmed
that a decision as to when a cyber attack would constitute an armed attack under
Article V would be made on a case-by-case basis, and through close consultations
between Japan and the United States, as would be the case for any other threat.
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